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Alletys 11 165 context answers as
o =patial formation to anssswrer
people’s needs. Alletyys qre entangled
wrltlhh o network of people and
torms an entity as one kampung.
Wholernes=z becormes 1rmportant
becqu=se clletys Conmnect CL
persons ldentityy to the karmpung.

Alletys wrork in a way that does nof,
only accomrmodate phiyysical needs,
but al=o =upports mental needs.
Alletyys can be considered as o life
reservolrs. 4= areservolr, the allety
has o homeostatic capability of
keeping balance of the kampung.
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JatnesLlosrelock (13731tellsusaboutEarth =
capabllity of malntalning such balance
1f therewere an ltnbalance. Thl: egLL1lib-
ridm camn be seen 1n how fluidiyg aller

inhabitants adopt o omaking do s 11'11
whoat wwe havwvreld hbehasriory, and hoswesy this
adapts with the changing conditions
of the envrirontrnent or soclial context.

Alletys behawe like the cell wall The cell
wrall of an organic cell 1=, 1n most coses,
1= larger =, or larger, than the cel
interior Itiz not a surtace swhich disrl
1in=s1de fromn outzide, but o cohlher
entityin itz own right, which preser
the functional 1n +-—--;|1'1+T_{ of the cell and

=1 1L !:l-.
m = D
N = I

1,

L1ons t-et'-.-'-.reen thhe o -=-II 1111'--1'1-'-1' whgin +he
armnblentriuids LAlexander et al 1977, p. 871,

GLOS=AHEY

E.AMPLMGE
Village

EAMFLUMHGE EOTH
Village embedded within the city

MNOMGEROMG
Chill out with
the neighbors

FIELLAR
Carrylng pole




The presence of clleys 1n the kampung
1= 1mportant hbecau=se 1t 1= able to
malntaln the <wholeness or 1ntegrity
of o kampung - a life reserwvolr that
creates o kind of =elf-sufficienctyy. This
new kind of urban collective =should
be present 1n the city, aclong=side the
tast-paced progress of urban develop-
rment. Likewilsze, we must realize that
evern though we are awvolding enviror-
rmental decay through =such dewelop-
rment, these glleyway system=s alwaiys
rmanifest orgoanically and by itself. To

paraphras=se GLarrett Hardins of
the lasw=s of

diyynamics,
e ocan't get ouf of the goame”
With that being =sqid, between developed
areas there should be roorm for escape,
to let the after-effect=s of forced dewrelop-
ment, to find i1ts balance. This 1= why
the presence of the kampung 1= =o
itnportant, because 1t glwves  room
between builldings 1n the city, a =space
to feel the natural bustle of life, to give
1t o little breathing space and then 1t
can bring our =sense hurmanity back. IG
wrlll be the =pace where people can liwve
in o relgxed and undemanding wat.




A=asysterm,thekampung kotalsconcisedof anetwrork
of qlleyys that create the space. Alley=s qre not only the
phiy=sical elerments of the kampung koto, but Glso as G
soclalandeconomilcinwvestment toensure community
survivalthrough=socialnetworks lthelpsthekampung
attached to the city = a larger settlermnent system.

The kampung kota aqlleys work q=s o unifying tool
of 1ts =surrounding entity LJelinek, 1331 as=s cited in
Hans Dieter Evers and Rudiger Eorf, 20001 =srhich
1= o consequence of its inhabitants adaptating to
survive They surwvive by the bond of togetherness
clong the alleyways. It can be seen from the nexus
of neighborhood in the form of houses, wwith 1t
wrindow s facing each other wwithin the s=ame allety,
=0 they can meet requlariy and help eqch other lend
or loan household goods to eqach other (BEremrn L1335,
o= cited in Hans Dieter Evers and Rudiger Eors, 00000,

Feople keep the alley space public. In sorme ca=ses, there
are people who take a part of the alley as thelir own
property. This unconscious action 1= tolergted by
inhahbitantsasitosassumed thata houselsmorethan
o lwing unit. It 1= o structure or an area in which
hurmans express an individual or o group (Forteous
1377 Thi=s condition made =ocial control dependakble.

Tncoons=sciously, people 1n the kampung always "make
do,” by strategy and tactic. [L.] Feople creqte similar-
1ty to awvold miscormmunication. Une of the examples
1= howr people bulld karmpung gates in the cityy. L] The
torrm of the gate 1= made very clear and distinct with
surroundings, andsometimesithasalabel=oit becomes
eqslly recognlsable. It 1= o type of strategyy to make
everyone know that they are entering a kampung.

If =omeone mokes o mistake or faults 1n the alley
[1e. taking =someone else0s or public propertyl,
people il wwarn or =scold the wrongdoer This
normally happens, but 1n several cases 1t usually
ineffective, thus people ignoring =such behawior

Tolerance 1= o consequence of pressures of llving,
wrhilch prevents thern from effective-problern solwing.
Theretfore, it u=sually tqkes o third person or higher
authority fto intervene qnd settle through negoti-
ation 1f not 1t will genergte conflicts, internal or
external [.] The kampung society writes o mutual
understanding through o verbal agreement which
wrorks on fluldity or flexibility of thelr setilerment. L]
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I the karmpung kota, AT often fird
people placing sormething abowve the allen.
There are many types, namely, tarps, clothes-
ine, and birdocages. [L.] These imaginary territos
ries qre made by placing signage or things,
making a shade, or making an enclosure. Thety
are placing things s o strategy, o semil-pers
| rmanently  signs which  mark o
spaticl arrangerment, crecte ]
cornfortable SPpoCe For aotlvity
and adapt to a hmited space.
Arrangermnents within in the alley
carn be used = a form languoge.
Ehatt and HREybczynskl wrote cbout
spaticl recognition fF o F
informal aotlvity: house
exten=sion=s, workplaces, =mall
shops=, public  =tructures,
wehicles, and Gocess  street
(Ehatt et al 13301 But this 1=
only o few ocompared wwith
wrhiat 1= actually used by people
Lo comimnunlicate, for 1nstance,
street wendor oart or rmobille
stands=s, rnotor oy - cles,
plant pot, chalr, cooler box, clothes-
ine, etc. Even though these forms
hawve 1t=s regular function Lo =it
and put =something, as storage,
etc), 1t u=sualy helps to 1nform
other=s about things happening in
the place, 1t al=o can mark the areq
or territory, and someftimes 1t 1= beling used as o
tool for arguing or confronting,
or else 1t bhecomes o syrmbol

of o Llhie COMInLLETY &~
conhiects each other [ In

every of these particular
caszes, they always hawve o
soclal normn hiddern hbehind
the forms, and 1t becomnes our
obligaftion fto respond Gppropri-
ately. If it does not respond correctly, there -will
e conseqguences ke gquarrel bhetween residents.




Flacing seqt=sin theqlletyis
another exqrmple of o strategy
to cormnmunicate that thi=s 1= a place
tor gathering or meeting. Location of
the =eqtf 1= u=sually formed 1n =tep by =tep
process following the needs and agresrment=
between people 11 the neighborhood.

Aocording to e Alexornder, o
soclal  group oAl SUrTIVeE
wrlt lhhout con=%tant
i1nformal contoct arnong

1t= mernhbers, whalul thi=
brings= Forrn whalul locatior
of cornrnuticl arens =0
criticcl whalul l1mmportant.
The balatced situotion 1=

the one =where O cormrmnon path,
whilch peopleuseevery day, runs tangent fo
the cormmon areas and 1= open to thermn 1n

passing. In process, 1if they want to, they can

keep golng, come right in, and settle doswn
LAlexander et al 19771 The position of
the =seqt glves qwareness to passers
by that they are being watched.
Thi= kind of feeling usually
akes people walk slowrer,

Fositioning a smallshopbtwvarunglin thealleyis
clzo an interesting strateqy. These small shops
always placein theintersection, crossroqds or
T-iunction of an alleyy. This arrangerment makes
customers reach small shop eqsily. In sewveral
cases, there are conflicts bhetween shops 1if
one shop has more custormner than the other
To qwold this kind of conflict, people usualliy
negotiate thelr =seling gqoods or maneuver-
ing thelr place. They negotiate =0 1n the end
they coan hawve o good economlc falrness.

Thesze ewveryday actions and artifaots ke
bridge or stailrs play a great deal for the
lite of karmpung. Limited resources and co-
pacity inevitably prompts inhabitants to
adopt practical strategqles and survival tac-
tics based on thelr iving conditions within
the surrounding enwvironment At o glance,
clleyys conceptualize a public infrastructure,
a reservolr for soclal and economic needs.




II:-:

:-:IIIIIII:::I:I.I.I.I.I []




A (Javanese) man is
consideread to be
a real man f he has a

wife,

=

house,

horse,

a dagger,

and
a bird

{ National Geographic)




The bigge=st source for this demand 1=
Indone=ziq, where levwvel=z of ownership
haovwe put a huge drain on swild populc-
tlon=s causing an Asian songbird
cri=sis, which may now bhe approach-
ing o tipping point, threatening wild
bird populations -with extinction.

More songhlirds could be [ving in
captivity on the Indonesian island of
Jovwa than in the wild, leading to the
possible extinction of maniy species,
according to new research led by
Manchester Metropolitan University
and Chester soo. Some 75 million birds
are kept o= petz 1n Jowva, threat-
ening to wipe out sorne wild bird
populations. Across South-East Asia,
thousands=s of songbird specles are
extracted from the wild for o wariety
of reqsons, but many are sought
atter to enter into singing competi-
tion= or to bhe kept s ornarmental pets.

Feeping=songhirdshasalong tradition
1In certaln part=s of Indonesia and
1= =2l Qs an lrmportant part of o
balanced life for Joavanese rmen the
rost populous ethnicity in Indonesia.
Theresearcher=foundthat bird-keep-
ing 1= more cormimnon 1n the Eqstern
provinces of Java with the largest
Joavanese population=s. In recent
years howevwer, bird-keeping has
evolved into o modern hobbiy, often
referred to as Awau-manig singing
contest=s for the bhird=s The cormpeti-
tion has becorme o ublguitous part
of urban life, where birds" =songs,
or kicou in Indonesian, qre judged
ornn melody, durction and wvolume.




by faul Jepson

l4th July 2008

In the cities of Jowvra the massive
popularity of birds revolves arounds

thelr song, gand the becutiful
song  of one’l particular thrush
Qrouses such  passion  amongst

bird enthusigqsts that the best singers
exchange hands for upwards of £15,000.

An appreciqtionn of birds 1= deeply
rooted 1n Indorniesian culture bt 15y

you live 1n a city on the densely -

populated tropical 1=sland of Jaswwa our
rode of bird-watching 1= not really an
optlon: there are no accessihble reserwras,
green spacelsrare, the trafficiams qre
cawrtul, 1t's sweltering hot, pours with
ol o=t afternoons, and what bhirds
there are =suffer heawvy persecutlon.

Given these oconditions 1= hardly
surprising that Indonesians lowe thelr
cage-birds. 4 recent surveryy found that
aotie-in-five  urbon howseholds
- keep o bhird and -=when oasked
why, most respondents chose the
answer to remind me of my village.
[..] Sormne fawvored =pecies, =uch s the
crow and the black-naped oriole, are
conslidered good-luck charms. While
keeping birds 1= an entrenched part
of Indonesian home ife, 1it's also
increasingly a part of public culture too,
o= bird singing cormpetitions hovegs
exploded 111 popularity. -




o

Armongst  urban  bird keepers
the pride and =atisfaction that
willagers ftraditionally take from
reqring anilmals 1= finding a new
ahd cosmopolitan expres=sion in the
formm of songbird contests. Although
rmoney 1= central to the hobbiy if
wrould be wrong to surmilse thaf
rmost  hobbijists qre motivated
solely by the promisze of financial
gl eWards. When
asked -:L]:u:-u.ti'the Qppecl of
the hobby  they describe the
satisfaction they feel when o
bird theywe trained successfully
cormpetes, the sense of fraternity
that cormes with participat-
ing s well = the opportunity
to be "someone”, to be known,
talked aqbout and counselled on
bird-relat-_

ed rmatters. S-:-me"i-
hobbiyist= havwe

o more mystical bent  and
talk cbout the experience of

conhnecting with another ife-form.




Many hobbiists comment on the fact
that participating in song-contest=
bring=s people from all s=ociql strata and
ethnicities into contact with networks of
entrepreneurs that ink city with willage
and city with city.

The way of enjoying birds on Joavo
clearly contributes 1important =ociql
ahd economlc benefits to the conternpo-

Fariy urban culture. [..]1 It 1= telling
that the songbird " phobbiyy took off
during the Asian eCONO0Mmlc Crisls

of 1337 to 13338 when many memn were
nade redundoant and the expecto-

tion of employers providing a job for
life was challenged. Unfortunately it
alzo 1mpacts negatively on the wild
population=s of the most popular species,
L...] = The fact that an appreaci-

wl . tion of birds=s 1= =0 wilidespread
and deeply ermmbedded in the urban
culture of Jowva and Ball 1= something o
celebrate. [.] Introducing conserwvation
regqulations heavy-hand- il
could over-time marginal- - ize this
lowre of birds or more likely undermine
the conserwvationist cause. The goal 1=
to introduce a conservation ethos to
the =ongbird hobbiyy whilst retaining

a culturally distinct way of enjoy and

relating to bhirds.
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[..] For more than thirty years Indonesian
telewizion functioned primarily to reinforce
the 1deoclogiocal constructions promoted biy
the Newr Urder with o wiew fto preserwving
national identity and unity TVERI (Telewi-
1o of EHepublic Indoneszial 1n particu-
lar wwas utllized by the regime to promote
those concepts and ildeals necessariyy for
national integrity qnd political stability.
Eitley argues that television in Indonesio
1= be=t under=tood s part of the political
national culture project CKitley, 1333, po 41

He al=zo demonstrates how Indonesian
telewision dramas, particularily, served
o= the rmediurn to construct the 1dealized
Indonesian subect and reinforce national
identity and unity (Eitleyy, 19358 &= 20020
Telewision prograrms, ke other Indone-
sian  cultural performing  arts and
mmedla, were alzo used to promote the
locol and national processes of ciliizern-
ship and 1dentity formation (Creese, =000

While the lewel of gowvernrment interference
in1 the media has declined since the end of
soeharto's New Order era, the influence and
posarer of the capital holders, the =o-called
rmedlia bharons, 1= crucial in the Indonesian
telewizion 1ndustry. The econormlc rmotlve
greatly emphasized 1n national progroarmn-
ming policies qnd patterns. The higher
the rating of a program, the more similar
prograrms are produced qnd screened. [L.]
The industriys soclo-economlc systemn qnd
that of owverriding profit motlve qppeqrs to
rmechanlzecreqllvity, resultinginformulalc
prograrms that restrict qudlience creqtiv-
1ty for making thelr own meanings. This
can be seen from the trends of the national
private telewision  stafions prograrmn-
ming betwween 2000 and 2004 that are
exqinined 1 Chapter Two of this thesis

sinetron  melodrama ke Tersaniung
(Floattered) and Eehormotan L(Homnourd
portray the lwes of rich families, thelr
lowre affqlrs and tears, and glamour
ahnd are upper oclass oriented. L[]
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Diramig

[..] Drama Sinetron 1=
always created 1n the
urban-hased setfings of
LWppelr class cormnimunities
writh glossy and
glarnorous presentatlons.

Drania comed)

[..] I contrast, sinetron
cormedy 1= tyyploalliy
produced by utiising
the "unigueness" or

the apparently bizarre
characteristics of
particular ethnic
comimnunlties 1ving in
the marginal areas of
rmetropolitan Jakarta.

Ciiassal feoerias

[..] Sinetron legend
colos=al 1= gulte distinct
from these o
Lurban-ha=sed sinetron as
1t u=e pre-rmodern histor-
1cal periods=s of Indonesia
a= lndicated by the
costurmnes, the land=scapes,
and style of life.




[ wwrould suggest that this dilemmatic position,
to some extent, has caused the critici=sm that
Indonesian =sinetron can only =sell dreqrms.

Thu=s, the portralit of the Indonesian sinetron
1ndustry since the late 1330s continues simillar
to the trends 1n the film industry during the
Newrrder A=Taufig l=small (197 1 and Salizn Said
(1927 pointed out, Indonesian cinerna 1in the
Hewr Urder era was always middle class and
nowveaurichorientedlcitedin Heider, 1931, p. 27 1.

sinetron havermostiydominated theprimetime
of the national programming schedule. The
shows hawve also becorme the most-waotched
telewision programs over a decode and howe
beern exploited = the rmechanisrn to atiract
cormrmercial adwvertising for the private teleswi-
slon stations=s and the =sinetron producers.

sinetron-syndrome has been acknowledged
11 Indonesia for owver o decade. Local telesrision
dramnas hawve attracted dormnestic wiewers,
particulariy since the emergence of private
televwrizion stationsin the 1330s. The story qbowe
1= an exarnple of thiose who are addicted to the
sinetron show s Everty single day the melodra-
matic epls=odes flourish on the qlrsswwaswves.
sinetronhavwrebecomeafixturefor mmostIndone-
slan families. For s=orme, thelr presence 1= ke
the best friend you are always walling for

[..] Like o magic lamp, sinetron hold millions
of Indonesian  wiewers  spellbound 1n
front of their TV=s, day and night (Chudori,
al01lb, po 46l Just like Ing 1in that story, some
other sinetron fans restructure thelr routines
to fit in with TV =schedules. A= reported by
the naftional daily poaper, Medio Indonesio,
the Indonesian LMedicall Doctors Associatlon
Llkatan Dokter Indonesiq, INI)] protested the
sinetron screened during the 3 am - 11 qm
titneslot distracted mothers from participat-
ing in the maternal and child heqlth program
Lknown s Fosyandul conducted 1n thelr
local areq. According to IDI, the running of
sinetron shows 1n the daytime meant qbout
40 per cent of mothers were reluctant to corme
to the Fosyandu (Fenayangan, 2000, plsl,




The succes=s of locally made telewision dramas
(sinetronl,celebritygossipshows, thepopular-
1ty of programs dealing with mysticism
and magical practices and reality TV shows
adapted frorm YWestern TV productions, ol
exermplifyy the totalitarianism (Fowdermaker,
135001 wwithin the ftelevision industriyy's =social
structure. A= such, the industry's creation of
caudience appears to negate the formation of
off screen qudlences that feqture differences
1N medlo experiences qs exaimilned through-
ot the audliencehood chapters of this thesis.

[...] Fhilip Eitlety (ZS0000) has demonstrated the
construct of national audience during the
[[ndonesianlNew Urder. Thewaaythetelevwision
1ndustry imaglnes qudlence 1= 1mportant to
determine what goes on qilr, conversely, the
wray thegovernmentimaginesaudlencemary
determine the things that cannot go on Qir.

In the context of New Order, the audience
was  lmagined s childlike, needing o
becontrolled in his<her qtfitudes and moral
developrment, to be strongly tqught in hiss
her relgious falth, and as o chid of o
nation, whose naotional identity 1= vulner-
able and needs to be evoked all the fime.

Eitley maintqains that the News Urder govwer-
rment used ftelewision to teqch audilences
through drama-sinetron such s Dokter
sartika Lsartika, o Medical Fractitionerd,
Feluarga Eahmat (Rahrmat's Familyl, Jendelo
FEurmaoh FKita Our Windowl, acnd other
programs laden with sponsored desvelop-
rment messages of the government agencles
LE.itlery, 20000 More than that, the sinetron
wras governed by educational principles,
wrherebiyy it prowvided entertainment contaln-
ing ldeological and instructional materigls for
theunsuspecting viewers. Therefore, position-
ing =sinetron as electronic dramao theatre
to teach the difference between the good
ahd the bad had situcated this televi=zual pop
culture a=s an integrated institution betwreen
the gowvernment, education, and the media.
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Excerpts from:
Indonesia in the 1950s:

Nation, modernity, and the
post-colonial state
by Henk Schulte Nordholt




The making of a new national culture
WS Wery much seen in termms of
robility-=seeking inspiration from
wvariouspartsoftheworldandmowing
to o better future, and in =so dolng
emmphasizing discontinuity with the
past. Bullding o new future irmplied
that the past had to e abandoned.

Howreswrer, the =search for o national
1dentity and efforts to define what
o national culture should be, wwould
remnalin ahni unfinished project 1n
wrhilch rmmobility, open- mindedness
and an orientation towards the
futurecolided withadesirefor rooted-
nes=s, essentialized 1dentities and o
foous on the past The debate about
Indonezia=snationalculture therefore
osclllqted between an outwardly
ori- ented modernity and modernity
curd 1nwwrard-looking nativisrm.

In Mitnbar Indonesia debates concern-
trated on questions about whether
a culture should be rooted 1n the past
or based on a forward-looking belief
i modernity, expressed 1n termms
such o= newhess Lkabaharuarnl,
progress Lkermnaiuarnl,
ahd dans=a ldancelin contrast to tarl
(traditional dancel [(Bogoaerts 20110

[0] Identity aqnd modernity -were
therefore 1nextricably intertwined.
UnlzFebruaryl3islo young poet, Asrul
sanl (1328-2004), published swith his
tfriends o cultural manifesto entitled
surat kepercayoaan [(Testirmnonial of
belief=] in ‘Gelanggang’, the terary
sectlonof theweeklymagazinesiasat.

Urnn behalf of his literary collecagues,
lqter known s Angkaton 45, or
Generation of 1345, Sanl wrote: We
are the legitirmate inheritors of the
culture of the whole world, [L.] and we




shall transrmit this culture 1 our oA
wrary], We come from the ordingry
people and for us the people are o
mixture of everything from where o

new andheqlthy worldwould bebormn,
(Quoted 1n Taufik Abdullalh =003:200.)

Socording to Taufik Abdulloh, this
tnohilfesto rmoade the bhoundoaries
atid rootedness of culture 1rrele-
woht Indonesion culture =<woas no
longer localized and materialized 1n
atnicienit abjects, hecouse Thdornie-
siatiess Lke-Indonesia-anl doss rioh
rest 11 ouy bhrowh skins ahnd cheelk
bone=s but rather 1n the expression
aof our hearts and minds [ndorne-
1ot culture should therefore bhe seen
as o process of continiuous creation.
Surat  kepercayoaan was not o
cleatr-cut definition but o declarc-
tiorn chbhout the future, o staternent
thhat the rnoderyn world 1= o source of
inspliration, and that a neswws national
culture 1= not passively inherited bt
actively crected. Culture =wos =seen
a=s the process of creqltivity it=self

I hovearqued that thelilnear develop-
rent from urbanlizotion to moderm-
1zatlion UWerthelmm 13561 or rmmodernity
(Vickers 2005), leqding tonationalism,
wrhilch feqtures in many historical
account=sof nationalismin Indonesia,
ob=cures another important dewvelop-
rment. This oconcerns the rise of
a =substantial indigenous Lower]
rmiddle cla=ss of approximately half o
rillion people, the majority of whom
wrere elther employed by the colonial
state or earned o lving in the key
sectors of the colonial economtyy. For
them modernity was an attractive
ifestiyle, but this was not qutormot-
1cally connected <with nationalismm,
becous=se antyy affiliqtion with nation-




clizrm might endanger thelr coreer
writhin the colonial state Here we see o
ink between modernity and the state,
but not necessqarily with nationalism.
My hypothesis 1= that the Hewvolution
ahd Independence took these people
by =surprise, and that theyy were =till
prirmarily oriented towords the state
and toa much lesser extent to the nation.
Another hypothesi=is that middle-class
burequorats felt less comfortable swith
the elusive modernity propagated biy
A=rul Sanl and his friends. Instead,
thety felt more at home with the call for
national unity, rooted 1in the mythical
past of Majapahilt, 1in order to carwve out
o more authoritarian role for the stote.

Groaducliy the political cirmmate started to
change. From 1352 onswards optlmisi
about the future of the nation foced
the grirm realities of power struggles.
Although  1dentifying o specific
point in fime may be an arbitrary
exercise, by 1355 the rewvolutionary
honeymoon wwas  definitively ower

Dreqrm= of a national cultural identityg
based on an open-mihded modernitig
and projected into o promising future
wrere overtaken by an aqliqneoce of
state-oriented politicians and  post-co-
lornial rmiddle class which domincgted
the acdministrative burecucracty. O,
to return to Greenblatt in the opening
pages of this es=say, mobility and
a future-oriented modernity were
defected by rootedness and unity. This
resulted eventually in a law of the
rulers insteqd of the rule of law, causing
the death of the Indonesian citizen.







